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TECTONIC ENVIRONMENT FOR THE FORMATION OF

TUNGSTEN DEPOSITS IN CHINA

Xu Keqin Cheng Hai

Department of Geoiogy. Najing University)}

Abstract

According to the time and spatial distribution of tungsten deposits, the tectonic environments
for the formation of tungsten deposits are discussed in this paper. The tungsten deposits in China
are mainly distributed in the eastern, especially, the southeastern continental margin zone (in the
broad sense) of China; and they are also found in the collision zones of the paleo-continental
margins. The tungsten deposits in China are related mainly to the block orogenic movements caused
by adjacent collision or subduction (as in Southeast China), and to the deep-seated fracture
activities caused by further compression after collision (as in East Qinling mountain) .

All tungsten-bearing granitoids have been derived mainly from continental crust. A well-
developed continental crust is a prerequisite for the formation of tungsten deposits, and preliminary
concentration of tungsten in some horizons of the basement strata is an important controlling factor

for tungsten deposits.
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